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Event Report

Dayananda Sagar University’s School of Engineering, Department of Computer Science and
Engineering (Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning), organized a seminar titled
“Advance Your Career with John Hopkins MS/MBA Programs” on 28th April 2025. The event
was held at Lecture Hall 3, SOE, from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM and witnessed enthusiastic
participation from both students and faculty members. This seminar aimed to provide students
with deep insights into the opportunities for pursuing higher studies abroad, specifically
focusing on Master’s and MBA programs offered by the globally renowned Johns Hopkins

University.
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Fig. 1 Guest Speaker addressing the audience

The resource person for the seminar was Mr. Nagaraju G, Manager of Offline Marketing for
the South Region at Great Learning Education Services Pvt. Ltd. With his years of experience
guiding students through international academic pathways, Mr. Nagaraju delivered an
insightful and engaging session. He began the seminar by introducing Johns Hopkins
University, highlighting its reputation, legacy, and contributions to global education and
research. The university's standing as a world leader in both research and innovation was
emphasized, encouraging students to aspire toward studying at such a prestigious institution.
Mr. Nagaraju then delved into the structure and offerings of various MS and MBA programs
available at Johns Hopkins. He discussed in detail the various specializations, course formats
(including hybrid and on-campus models), program duration, and the academic expectations
from international students.




The students were especially interested in learning about the admission process, which was
thoroughly explained—from documentation and application timelines to crafting a strong
Statement of Purpose (SOP), submitting Letters of Recommendation (LORs), and preparing
for required standardized tests like GRE, GMAT, and TOEFL. One of the key highlights of
the session was the segment on scholarships and financial aid. Mr. Nagaraju spoke about the
availability of merit-based scholarships for international students and shared strategies on how
to effectively manage expenses while studying abroad. He emphasized that with proper
planning and a strong academic profile, students can significantly ease the financial burden of
international education. He also provided useful tips for budgeting and encouraged students to
research and apply for external funding opportunities in addition to those offered by the
university.

Discover your Academic Potential with
Great Learning Study Abroad

EXPLORE STEM MBA AND MS PROGRAMS FROM TOP UNIVERSITIES

OF ARIZONA.
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Fig. 2 Guest Speaker interacting with the audience

Another engaging part of the seminar was the discussion about student life at Johns Hopkins.
Mr. Nagaraju painted a vivid picture of the dynamic campus culture, the numerous clubs and
student organizations available, and the extensive support systems designed to help
international students adapt to a new environment. He also highlighted the opportunities for
internships and post-graduation employment, explaining how Johns Hopkins graduates often
find themselves in leading roles in various industries around the world.

The session also introduced students to the role of Great Learning in supporting their study
abroad journey. Mr. Nagaraju elaborated on how Great Learning collaborates with
international universities to help students through application counseling, mentorship
programs, and interview preparation. Real-life success stories were shared, inspiring many

students to take their first steps toward pursuing international education.




The event was well-attended by students from the third and fourth years of the Al & ML
specialization, as well as other branches of the Computer Science department. Faculty
members, including coordinators and department heads, also participated and encouraged
students to explore such global opportunities. The session concluded with an interactive Q&A,
where students posed questions regarding specific programs, career prospects, visa processes,
and how to build a compelling profile for top-tier universities like Johns Hopkins.
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Feedback from the attendees was overwhelmingly positive. Students appreciated the clarity
and depth of information provided and expressed their gratitude for the opportunity to interact
with an expert in the field. Many attendees remarked that the session not only broadened their
understanding of higher education abroad but also motivated them to aim higher and start
planning their academic futures proactively.

This seminar was made possible by the continued support and guidance of the university’s
esteemed leadership. The chief patrons included Dr. D. Hemachandra Sagar, Chancellor of
DSU, and Dr. D. Premachandra Sagar, Pro-Chancellor. Patrons for the event were Dr. Amit
Bhatt, Vice Chancellor; Dr. Puttamadappa C, Registrar; Dr. Udaya Kumar Reddy, Dean of

SOE; Ms. Supriya Mathew, Vice President of International Affairs; and Dr. Kousalya

Govardhanan, Dean (R&D). The convener of the event was Dr. Jayavrinda Vrindavanam V,
Professor and Chairperson of the CSE (Al & ML) department.

The seminar was smoothly coordinated by Prof. Ankita Thakkar and Prof. Trupthi Rao, both
Assistant Professors from the Al & ML department, along with Mr. Chris Sangma, Assistant

Manager for International Affairs and Admission.




Student coordinators Shiksha SK (ENG22AMO0060), Hafsa S Hussain (ENG22AMO0020), and
Sharda Singh (ENG22AMO0057) also played a vital role in organizing and managing the event
successfully. The event was anchored by Popat Amee Dipak (ENG23AM1007). Overall, the
seminar proved to be a significant initiative by the department, furthering its goal of preparing
students for academic and professional excellence at an international level. The informative
session not only provided practical knowledge but also inspired a global mindset among
students, equipping them to make well-informed decisions about their future.

In addition to providing academic and logistical information, the seminar also addressed the
personal development aspects of studying abroad. Mr. Nagaraju emphasized the importance of
adaptability, cultural openness, and independent thinking—all of which are cultivated in an
international education environment like that of Johns Hopkins. He shared examples of
students who initially struggled with cultural transitions but eventually thrived, attributing their
success not only to academic competence but also to resilience and community engagement.
These anecdotes resonated with the audience and highlighted that the journey to global

education is as much about personal growth as it is about academic excellence.
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Fig. 4 Chairperson addressing the students and welcoming the Speaker

The session further explored how Johns Hopkins University encourages interdisciplinary
learning. Students from computer science backgrounds are not restricted to purely technical

roles; many have transitioned into leadership positions in industries ranging from healthcare

to finance after completing their MBA or MS programs. This flexibility in career trajectory

was particularly appreciated by students who aspire to combine technical expertise with

managerial capabilities.




Moreover, the seminar served as a strategic initiative aligning with Dayananda Sagar
University’s vision of promoting global academic integration. By hosting such high-impact
events, the university continues to create bridges between its students and world-renowned
institutions. The faculty praised the department’s effort in not only introducing students to
global education pathways but also offering actionable insights and support mechanisms to
begin those journeys. Faculty members expressed confidence that these kinds of seminars
would significantly enhance students’ preparedness for international opportunities and
improve the university’s visibility on a global platform.

Participants were encouraged to connect with Great Learning counselors post-event for
personalized mentorship. Contact details were shared, and a dedicated QR code for registration
and follow-up sessions was displayed prominently. The emphasis on continuing support even
after the seminar indicated a commitment to long-term guidance, not just a one-time session.
Several students registered on the spot, seeking more detailed assessments of their eligibility
and application strategies.

To encourage engagement and retention of knowledge, a feedback form was circulated at the
end of the seminar. Many students commented on how the event demystified the seemingly
complex process of applying to universities abroad. What once felt like an overwhelming
challenge now appeared manageable, thanks to the clarity and guidance provided by the
speaker. A few students expressed keen interest in joining peer-preparation groups or

workshops on SOP writing and GRE preparation, which the department is now considering

organizing as follow-up activities.
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Fig. 5 Final note by the Speaker




This seminar also marked an important milestone for the Al & ML department as it emphasized
the interdisciplinary and international nature of education in today’s world. The relevance of
such seminars goes beyond just study abroad information—they cultivate ambition, widen
horizons, and challenge students to think globally. By bringing international perspectives into
campus discussions, the department is ensuring that its students are not only technically
competent but also globally competitive.

From the planning stage to execution, the event reflected professionalism and collaborative
effort. The seamless coordination among faculty and student volunteers ensured that
everything—from registration to feedback collection—ran smoothly. Attendees were
welcomed warmly, and logistical arrangements like seating, audio-visual equipment, and
refreshments were managed efficiently, reflecting the organizational maturity of the
department.

In conclusion, the seminar on “Advance Your Career with John Hopkins MS/MBA Programs”
was not just an informative session, but a transformational experience for many attendees. It
aligned with Dayananda Sagar University’s mission to nurture globally aware, forward-

thinking professionals. The event bridged the gap between ambition and action, providing the

roadmap and inspiration needed for students to take the next big step in their academic journey.

As the department continues to host similar events in the future, it stands as a beacon of
innovation, empowerment, and academic excellence in the lives of aspiring engineers and

leaders.
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Participant Feedback:

BRANCH IO cCopy chart

137 responses

® CSE-AIML
@ CSE
CSE-Data Science
® Al & Robotics
@ CSE-Cybersecurity
® CsT
® ECE
® ME

12V

How would you rate the overall session? |_|:| Copy chart

137 responses
80

66 (48.2%)

52 (38%)

10.7%) 2 (1 '|5%) 16 (11.7%)
|

1 2

How would you rate the hands-on session? I_D Copy chart

137 responses

50 60 (43.8%)

52 (38%)

17 (12.4%)




How informative did you find the session about Johns Hopkins MS/MBA
programs?

136 responses

80

92 (38.2%)

18 (13.2%)

How engaging and interactive was the speaker?*

137 responses
80

60

90 (36.5%)

5(3.6%) 17 (12.4%)

1 (o_l?%) |

1

Did the talk meet your expectations?

137 responses

60

90 (36.5%)

23 (16.8%)

|_|:| Copy chart

62 (45.6%)

|_|:| Copy chart

64 (46.7%)

|_|:| Copy chart

57 (41.6%)




Would you like to see more sessions on similar topics? |0 Copy chart

137 responses

Signature Faculty Coordinators: Dr. Jayavrinda Vrindavanam V,
Prof. Ankita Thakkar — Assistant Professor (AIML) Professor & Chairperson,
Prof. Trupthi Rao — Assistant Professor (AIML) Department of CSE (Al & ML), DSU
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